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Southwestern Bell Mobile Systems, Inc. (SBMS) files the following comments in

response to the Petition for Rulemaking filed by the Ad Hoc Alliance for Public Access to 911 (Ad

Hoc).l Cellular telephone users today have effective and reliable access to 911 service where the

public service entities offer 911 service. As discussed in SBMS' comments in this initial rulemaking,

the cellular industry has long supported 911 services and has worked with local municipalities and

public safety organizations to assure that cellular users have access to 911 type emergency services.2

The Commission made a wise decision in including the two proposals in the wireless

911 docket already pending at the Commission.3 As with the other 911 issues in this docket, the two

proposals must be examined by reviewing how the industry currently operates, the benefit to be

derived from such proposal and the anticipated cost of such proposal on wireless services.

lpetition for Rulemaking of the Ad Hoc Alliance for Public Access to 911, filed October
27, 1995 (PFR). (Public Notice, Issued November 13, 1995) (Public Notice).

2See, Comments ofSBC Communications, Inc., CC Docket No. 94-102, (Filed January 9,
1995) (SBC Initial 911 Comments), pp. 1-5.

3See, Public Notice; See Also, In the Matter ofthe Revision of the Commission's Rules to
Ensure Compatibility with Enhanced 911 Emergency Calling Systems, CC Docket No. 94-102;

RM-8143, Notice ofProposed Rulemaking (Released October 19, 19~::Of COpi0S rec'd.J.r. 7
UstA Be DE



I. Cellular Carriers Today Provide Reasonable and Appropriate Access to 911 Services.

Ad Hoc suggests that the Commission adopt a rule that requires cellular carriers to

"Render priority, unrestricted and unconditional access to 911 emergency services from all mobile

stations without regard to subscription or nonsubscription status" 4 Ad Hoc does not discuss the

technical feasibility of such an obligation but rather merely claims that such an obligation is a

"reasonable and appropriate obligation. ,,5 Ad Hoc's proposed rule change, as written, is neither

reasonable nor appropriate. The proposal is unreasonable because as discussed in the initial

comments in this docket, it is not technically and economically feasible to provide "priority" access

to wireless 911 calls.6 This matter has been fully briefed in the initial portion of this docket and Ad

Hoc offers no new evidence on the issue. Further, it is unclear what is meant by the terms

"unrestricted and unconditional". For example, the rule fails to take into account the fact that 911

service itself may not be available in all areas or whether there is a public safety answering point

willing to take calls from wireless phones.7

SBMS' concerns regarding the language proposed by Ad Hoc however, does not

reflect a disagreement with the Ad Hoc's concern. SBMS notes that the issue of 911 availability

criteria was raised8 and fully briefed in the initial stage of this docket. SBMS' systems today will

4pFR, p. 5.

6SBC Initial 911 Comments, p.10; NYNEX Comments (CC Docket No. 94-102), pp. 12­
13; Cellular Telecommunciations Industry Association Comments (CC Docket No. 94-102) , pp.
13-14. (CTIA Initial 911 Comments)

7See, SBC Initial 911 Comments, pp. 5-7; CTIA Initial 911 Comments, pp. 4-5.

8See, Initial 911 NPRM, para. 41.
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process 911 calls, air-time free, in areas where 911 service is available and a public service answering

point will accept such calls, regardless of whether the call is from a cellular mobile unit subscribed

to our system or a foreign system and regardless of whether there is any roaming agreement between

SBMS and the foreign system. Thus, the concern of Ad Hoc that "Denial of service occurs when the

carrier's cellular telephone system is programmed to block 911 calls from transient or nonsystem

subscribers" simply does not occur on SBMS' systems today ifthere is 911 service available in the

area and there is a public service answering point willing to take the calls. Of course, incompatibility

oftechnologies (i.e. P.C.S. vs. Cellular) is an issue. However, compatibility is an issue to be resolved

via the mobile transmitter, i.e. through dual band phones, which are currently being designed.

II. Concerns Regarding Ad Hoc's Proposal Requiring a Change in the Specification for
Cellular Telephones

Ad Hoc proposes to require new cellular telephone manufacturers to build intelligence

into the phones so that if a customer dials 911 the phone will examine the signal strength of all control

channels assigned to both the A system and B system and then select the channel with the strongest

signal.9 SBMS notes that currently most cellular telephones may be set to scan both systems. Thus,

it is questionable whether such a rule specific to 911 calls should be required.

Ad Hoc states that the cost would be trivial to cellular telephone equipment

manufacturers, however there is no data to support such a statement in Ad Hoc's proposal. The fact

that no equipment manufacturer has offered such a 9] 1 specific feature on its phones to date may

indicate that the cost is not trivial. The absence may also indicate that the ability to set the phone to

scan both systems today satisfies the public's desire for such a feature. Quite simply the need for such

9pFR, pp. 6-7
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a feature must be weighed against the cost, taking into account the fact that most phones today are

capable of scanning both A and B and that most systems have completed their five year buildout

period and thus are fully functional. Seemingly, Ad Hoc's concern is addressed by equipment

available today.

Conclusion

For the reasons stated herein SBMS proposes that the Commission not adopt Ad

Hoc's proposed language changes to Part 22 paragraph 22.911 (b). The Commission should also

evaluate the Ad Hoc's equipment proposal carefully to determine whether the added cost of such a

mandated feature justifies the added benefit, taking into account that the "scan both systems" feature

is available today.

Respectfully submitted,

SOUZBELL MOBILE SYSTEMS, INC.

By: d..I?
'Glen A. Glass, Vice President, General Counsel &

Secretary
Carol L. Tacker, General Attorney
Bruce E. Beard, Attorney

17330 Preston Road, Suite 100A
Dallas, Texas 75252
(214) 733-2000

December 15, 1995
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1300 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036

ADCOMM ENGINEERING COMPANY
c/o Joseph P. Blaschka, Jr., PE
14631 128th Avenue N.E.
Woodinville, WA 98027

ALAMO AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
c/o A1 1. Notzon III
118 Broadway, Suite 400
San Antonio, TX 78205
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c/o Glenn S. Rabin
655 15th Street, N.W.
Suite 220
Washington, D.C. 20005

AMERICAN MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS
ASSOCIATION, INC.

c/o Elizabeth R. Sachs, Esq.
1150 18th Street, NW, Suite 250
Washington, DC 20036



AMERICAN PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS
c/o Kurt A. Wimmer
COVINGTON & BURLING
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
P. O. Box 7566
Washington, D. C. 20044

AMERITECH
c/o Frank: Michael Panek
Room 4H84
2000 West Ameritech Center Dr.
Hoffman Estates, IL 60196-1025

AMSC SUBSIDIARY CORPORATION
c/o Lon C. Levin
10802 Park Ridge Boulevard
Reston, VA 22091

ASSOCIATED GROUP, INC.
c/o William F. Adler

Steven N. Teplitz
Fleischman and Walsh
1400 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGE &
UNIVERSITY TELECOMMUNICATIONS
ADMINISTRATORS

c/o Randal R. Collett
152 West Zandale Drive, Suite 200
Lexington, KY 40503-2486

ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC-SAFETY
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICIALS­
INTERNATIONAL, INC.

c/o Robert M. Gurss
WILKES, ARTIS, HEDRICK & LANE
1666 K Street, N.W. #1100
Washington, D. C. 20006

NATIONAL EMERGENCY NUMBER ASOSCIATION
c/o James R. Hobson
DONELAN, CLEARY, WOOD & MASER, P.C.
1100 New York Avenue, N.W. #750
Washington, D.C. 20005



ADCOMM ENGINEERING COMPANY
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CABLE PLUS
c/o Gary O'Malley
11400 SE 6th Street, Suite 120
Bellevue, WA 98004
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c/o Thomas H. Bugbee
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Information Technology Services
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Downey, CA 90242
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c/o G. Kevin Carruth
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505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102
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CELLULAR NETWORKING PERSPCECTIVES LTD.
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Canada
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Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036
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P.O. Box 2346
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CONSTELLATION COMMUNICATIONS, INC
c/o Robert A. Mazer

Rosenman & Colin
Suite 200, 1300 19th Street, NW.
Washington, DC 20036
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Carl W. Smith
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E.F. JOHNSON COMPANY
c/o Susan H. R. Jones
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P.O. Box 1188
Novato, CA 94948-1188

HONG, SCOTT
667 Arbor Lane
Warminster, PA 18974

IDB MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
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